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NHS ENGLAND THAMES VALLEY
 Academic Clinical Fellowship in Urology 
ST3 
Please note there is only one ACF post available in Urology (this post) or General Surgery (ST3). Shortlisted candidates for both specialties will be interviewed by one panel and the best candidate appointed.
Background

Academic Clinical Fellowship (ACF) posts are awarded by the NIHR to University/NHS Trust/Deanery partnerships through a national competition. These 3-year posts form part of the NIHR Integrated Training Pathway, further details of which can be found on the NIHR website http://www.nihr.ac.uk/IAT
NHS England (NHSE) Thames Valley, in partnership with the University of Oxford, has established an Academic School, the Oxford University Clinical Academic Graduate School (OUCAGS) (https://www.oucags.ox.ac.uk). All academic trainees become a member of the School and through it have access to a wide range of clinical academic training and funding opportunities as well as mentorship.

The objectives of the ACF programme are to combine specialist training with research training and to identify an area of academic and clinical interest in which a doctoral fellowship application or postdoctoral funding application (if a doctorate is already held) is prepared. ACFs who are unsuccessful in securing doctoral or postdoctoral funding by the end of their ACF will return to clinical training in accordance with the NIHR Guidance for Recruitment and Appointment 2027.  All ACF posts are allocated an NTN (a).

Please note: unless candidates hold already an NTN in the specialty, they will need to complete and submit not only an academic application form, but also a separate standard clinical application form needed for clinical benchmarking and entry at the required level. Candidates who have benchmarked previously but do not hold an NTN, must make sure that their benchmarking outcome is still in date. Offers made are conditional upon benchmarking successfully at the required clinical standard.  Full details can be found in the 2027 NIHR Academic Clinical Fellowships (Medical) Guidance for Recruitment and Appointment. 

About NHSE Thames Valley
We are the local NHSE office for Thames Valley covering Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire. Our vision is to ensure the delivery of effective workforce planning and excellent education and training to develop a highly capable, flexible and motivated workforce that delivers improvements in health for the population of Thames Valley. NHSE Thames Valley is responsible for the training of around 2000 Foundation and Specialty trainees.
NHSE Thames Valley is a relatively small organisation with a defined geographical area which serves as a single unit of application. Future placements will usually be based on individual training and educational needs. Please note that applications are to the NHSE Thames Valley as a whole. This may mean that you may be allocated to any geographic location within NHSE Thames Valley depending on training needs. 

2027 ENTRY into ST3
Description of the ACF post in Urology 

Research is a key component of each ACF post. The Oxford Medical Sciences Division within the University of Oxford is a major centre for clinical research in the UK, having achieved a top score in both the HEFCE research assessment exercises.  The annual grant income from external sources for the Medical Sciences Division is over £120 million and the person appointed to the post would be expected to have an interest in teaching and research. The Nuffield Department of Surgical Sciences combines cutting edge laboratory based research and clinical research and was awarded 5* status in the last Research Assessment Exercise (www.nds.ox.ac.uk). 
Trainees may either be allocated academic time for 25% of the working week across the duration of the ACF or may take blocks of academic time. How this is arranged will depend upon the type of research project and will be arranged on an individual basis after discussion with the academic supervisor and clinical training program director. 
Each surgical ACF is a full member of the Nuffield Department of Surgical Sciences (NDS) and will be provided with an Academic Mentor for the duration of their appointment. The ACF will be supported in preparing applications to continue their research either for Research Training Fellowships or Post-doctoral funding if they already hold a PhD/DPhil. Support and mentorship will be provided to pursue an academic career for successful candidates, in order to secure University Lectureships, Intermediate post-doctoral fellowships and clinician scientist awards. 
Urology research opportunities
A wide range of Research projects are available within the NDS, in the subspecialties of Urology (to which this particular post is attached), Transplantation, Vascular Surgery, Colorectal Surgery, and Evidence-based surgery (see www.nds.ox.ac.uk). There are also many other research opportunities within the Medical Sciences Division that are relevant to Surgery and Urology, and projects will be tailored to the interests of the successful candidate. All research projects are closely supervised, and ACFs are given plenty of opportunities to learn new research techniques in a supportive environment. In addition, all ACFs are supported to undertake a Postgraduate Certificate in Health Research or three individual modules selected from the Evidence-based Health Care Programme and/or Translational Health Sciences Programme and/or Experimental and Translational Therapeutics Programme.  ACFs are also expected to play an active part in the OUCAGS Forum by presenting their work. 

Urological research encompasses benign and malignant diseases. Examples of research opportunities are outlined below.
The benign research programme focuses on urolithiasis (kidney stones) and benign prostatic hyperplasia (BPH) and we have active collaborations with several groups working on genetics (Oxford Centre for Diabetes and Endocrine Medicine and Nuffield Department of Orthopaedics, Rheumatology and Musculoskeletal Sciences), proteomics & metabolomics (Centre for Cellular and Molecular Physiology), epidemiology (Richard Doll building) and biomedical engineering (Institute of Biomedical Engineering). For further enquiries about the stone research programme, please contact: Associate Professor Ben Turney (ben.turney@nds.ox.ac.uk) or Associate Professor Sarah Howles (sarah.howles@nds.ox.ac.uk), and for the BPH programme, please contact: Associate Professor Ben Turney (ben.turney@nds.ox.ac.uk) or Associate Professor Richard Bryant (richard.bryant@nds.ox.ac.uk).
The urological cancer research programme includes prostate, bladder and renal cancer projects with a particular focus on prostate cancer. Laboratory projects are undertaken in the most suitable research Institutes within Oxford, where NDS has a number of joint appointments, including: the MRC Oxford Institute for Radiation Oncology (Associate Professor Richard Bryant); the Radiobiology Research Institute (Professor Ian Mills); the Botnar Institute of Musculoskeletal Medicine (Professor Clare Edwards); the Oxford Genomic Medicine Centre (Associate Professor Clare Verrill); and previously the Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research and the Department of Anatomy, Physiology and Genetics. Each ACF will have a clinical academic and basic science supervisor for laboratory based research. For further enquiries about cancer research possibilities, please contact: Professor Freddie Hamdy (freddie.hamdy@nds.ox.ac.uk), Associate Professor Richard Bryant (richard.bryant@nds.ox.ac.uk) or Professor Ian Mills (ian.mills@nds.ox.ac.uk). Professor Freddie Hamdy, Head of Department is a urologist with an extensive research portfolio in prostate cancer. 
Description of the clinical component of the programme
The Urology ACF Training programme is a three year programme, starting at ST3 level. It comprises a 75%:25% split of clinical and protected research time. During this time, the trainee's work will be monitored for satisfactory progress and subject to annual reviews in the form of ARCPs. Progression on the programme will be dependent upon these reviews.

The posts on this rotation have been approved for Specialist Training by the Joint Surgical Colleges. Each post has been carefully selected to ensure that both the Clinical and Academic competencies for each ACF can be achieved. 
The Postgraduate Dean has confirmed that this post has the necessary educational and staffing approvals and the post will attract an NTN (a) 

Hospitals in which training will take place

	Trust


	Hospitals and Locations

	Buckinghamshire Healthcare NHS Trust
	Stoke Mandeville Hospital, Aylesbury
http://www.buckshealthcare.nhs.uk/

	
	Wycombe General Hospital, High Wycombe

http://www.buckshealthcare.nhs.uk/

	Royal Berkshire NHS Foundation Trust
	Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading

http://www.royalberkshire.nhs.uk/

	Frimley Park NHS Foundation Trust
	Wexham Park Hospital

https://www.fhft.nhs.uk/your-hospitals/

	Milton Keynes Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
	Milton Keynes University Hospital

https://www.mkuh.nhs.uk/

	Oxford University Hospitals NHS Trust
	Churchill Hospital, Oxford

https://www.ouh.nhs.uk/hospitals/churchill/

	
	Horton Hospital, Banbury

https://www.ouh.nhs.uk/hospitals/horton/

	
	John Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford

https://www.ouh.nhs.uk/hospitals/jr

	
	Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre, Oxford

https://www.ouh.nhs.uk/hospitals/noc


Rotation Information 

The Academic Clinical Fellow will typically moving between trusts annually based on training needs to ensure that both the Clinical and Academic competencies for each ACF can be achieved. 
Contact Details
Academic Training Programme Director for Surgery: Assoc. Professor Sarah Howles 

Email: sarah.howles@nds.ox.ac.uk
Clinical Training Programme Director: Associate Professor Sarah Howles 

Email: sarah.howles@nds.ox.ac.uk
Application queries: Holly Gannon 
Email: holly.gannon@nhs.net
Academic training queries: Dr Samantha Knight 
Email: samantha.knight@medsci.ox.ac.uk
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