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ACADEMIC CLINICAL FELLOW JOB DESCRIPTION

	Job Title 
Academic Clinical Fellow in Endocrinology & Diabetes Mellitus/Cardiology

	

	Duration of the Post
3 years

	Grade/Level
ST1 – ST3

	

	Lead NHS Hospital/Trust in which training will take place
The post will be located at UHCW NHS Trust within the West Midlands Workforce Deanery area, and may be required to rotate to other Trusts within this area.
For further information about the location of the post please contact the Academic Supervisor.

	

	Research institutions in which training will take place
University of Warwick

	

	What arrangement of day release or block release will be used for protected research time?
The ACF will be expected to attend the weekly research group meetings. Study leave will be granted for the ACF to complete a funded Masters Degree at the University of Warwick. In addition, protected research time is available which equates to 25% of your time; these have to be tailored to your clinical and research training and can be tailored to the nature of the research project.

	

	Description of research component of programme 
Environment

Our intent is to provide wide-ranging academic training in research over three years to prepare the Academic Clinical Fellow for doctoral research. This training will be delivered in parallel with the early years of specialist clinical training. During this time, the ACF will develop their evidence-based approach to clinical practice including critical appraisal skills, systematic reviews, protocol development, pilot studies, and academic writing training. The ACF will complete a Masters Degree at the University of Warwick which will provide them with training in research methodology and critical appraisal in preparation for a higher research degree.

The ACF will be encouraged to develop their interest in a specific area of clinical research. 
They will become an integral part of:
· The Academic Endocrinology/Diabetes/Metabolism Group based at UHCW (WISDEM centre) and Warwick Clinical Sciences Research Laboratories in a group that includes Clinical Academic Endocrinologists, Post-doctoral Clinical Lecturers, PhD students and Research Fellows or 
· The Institute of Cardio-Metabolic Medicine based at UHCW NHS Trust, working closely with the University of Warwick. There are currently 4 chairs in cardiology, 9 PhD fellows and 1 honorary clinical lecturer. These posts are funded by grants from international industry partners and British Heart Foundation.

Areas of interest in the department are around novel technologies and understanding mechanisms of disease with a focus on translational research.  Research theme areas include, cardiac arrhythmias, heart failure, cardiac imaging, and structural intervention. 

The culmination of the ACF programme will be the preparation of a successful doctoral grant proposal. The ACF will have regular supervision meetings with their clinical academic supervisor. These will follow the University of Warwick research supervision guidelines for PhD students.

Academic Clinical Fellows will spend 25% of their time in full-time academic activity each year, to enable the Fellow to complete an intense period of research or educational activity to support their doctoral application, for example to complete a pilot study.


	

	Description of clinical training component of programme 
The clinical training pathway of the ACF post will start with general Internal Medicine Training within the West Midlands.

During the ST1 to ST3 period, the ACF will rotate through various medical specialties that are relevant to their clinical training. The ACF will usually be successful in completion of the MRCP Part 1 examination during the first 6 months of their ACF post. Following this, there will usually be completion of the MRCP Part 2 examination within the subsequent 2-years. During the 4th and 5th years of training, this is usually occupied by Specialty-based training.

There will be an expectation for trainees to attend various specialty-based outpatient clinics either;
· at the WISDEM centre, UHCW. This will include: Specialist (tier 3 and 4) Obesity; Diabetes Mellitus; Gestational Diabetes; Joint Renal/Diabetes; General Endocrine; Diabetes Foot; Thyroid; Lipid, and; Neuro-Endocrine Tumours. There will also be an expectation for trainees to provide clinical cover for management of in-patients based on ward 1 at UHCW. This includes primarily General Internal Medicine, but also specialist in-patient management of Diabetes Mellitus and Endocrine conditions. 
· Or in the Cardiology department at UHCW, a large tertiary centre offering a rand of comprehensive specialist services including all aspects of arrhythmia (electrophysiology/ablation and complex devices, including lead extractions), heart failure, cardiac imaging and structural (TAVI/TEER)/coronary interventional work. We have full cardiology diagnostics available including specialised cardiac MRI and CT.   

There are several weekly departmental MDTs that take place as well as monthly audits and QIP meetings that all trainees are actively encouraged to participate in.
Trainees will also take part in the general medical on-call rota based at UHCW.
In addition to the weekly educational sessions at UHCW, there will also be informal and semi-formal clinical ‘bed-side’ training to supplement these educational sessions. Finally, all trainees will be encouraged to attend the regional monthly specialty-based educational meetings.


	

	
Academic Lead (University) for the IAT Programme
Prof Siobhan Quenby
s.quenby@warwick.ac.uk

	

	Academic Supervisor (University) details 
Prof Thomas Barber
Associate Professor in Endocrinology and Honorary Consultant Endocrinologist 
Address: Clinical Sciences Research Laboratories, UHCW, Clifford Bridge Road, Coventry, CV2 2DX
Telephone: 02476 968591 Email: T.Barber@warwick.ac.uk
Prof Faizel Osman / Prof Tarv Dhanjal 
Professors of cardiology/Consultants at UHCW
Tarvinder.Dhanjal@warwick.ac.uk
faizel.osman@uhcw.nhs.uk


	

	Educational Supervisor (Trust) details 
Dr. Narasimha Murthy
Consultant Physician Diabetes Endocrine
Address: WISDEM Centre, UHCW, Clifford Bridge Road, Coventry, CV2 2DX 
Email: narasimha.murthy@uhcw.nhs.uk

	

	Clinical Supervisor(s) (Trust) details 
A clinical supervisor will be allocated at each of the Trusts that the trainee rotates through.
Professor Sailesh Sankar
Consultant Endocrinologist Address: WISDEM Centre, UHCW 
Email: sailesh.sankar@uhcw.nhs.uk


	

	Deanery Programme Training Director details
Muhammad Karamat
Email: muhammad.karamat@heartofengland.nhs.uk
Dr Sarah Bowater sarah.bowater@uhb.nhs.net

	

	Confirmation that ACF posts attract an NTN (a)
Yes

	Links:
1. NIHR ACF Academic Person Specification
1. NHS England West Midlands
1. National Institute for Health and Care Research | NIHR
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