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ACADEMIC CLINICAL FELLOW JOB DESCRIPTION

	Job Title 

Academic Clinical Fellow in Paediatrics in NIHR priority theme of Clinical Therapeutics, Pharmacology and Industry


	Duration of the Post 
3 years


	Grade/Level

ST1-4


	Lead NHS Hospital/Trust in which training will take place

Birmingham Women’s and Children’s Hospital or University Hospitals NHS FT (Heartlands site)


	Research institutions in which training will take place

School of Medical Sciences, School of Health Sciences, School of Infection, Inflammation and Immunology, College of Medicine and Health, 
University of Birmingham.


	What arrangement of day release or block release will be used for protected research time?

Block release of ring fenced 6 months research during the ST rotation, and 3 months ring fenced research at the end of the rotation (without Hospital at Night).


	Description of research component of programme 

Environment

· This post will firstly support the development of an evidence base for the use of medicines in children, many of which are prescribed ‘off license’, or rely on evidence from studies in adults. Secondly, it will focus on therapies for children with rare diseases. The majority of rare diseases affect children, are represented in all paediatric subspecialties, and 95% do not yet have licensed treatments. 
· Year one will be clinically based. 
· During year two there will be a dedicated research block of six months, to undertake a project generating publishable results as well as preliminary data for a credible research training fellowship application in the 3rd year. 
· Project themes at BCWH which will be available to the fellow including: Paediatric intensive care medicine, paediatric endocrinology, paediatric neurology, paediatric hepatology, paediatric oncology. There are also possible opportunities in education, and community paediatrics. Project themes at University Hospitals Birmingham (Heartlands) include paediatric infectious diseases 
· Opportunity to obtain a Master of Research (MRes) Degree, with a taught module delivered mainly by distance learning techniques during year two. Modules will focus on research methodology, statistics, writing and presentations skills including critical analysis and planning. 
· Additional academic and research supervision/mentoring from Profs Burke, Drs Mann, Gatz, Apps, Idkowiak, Potluri, Dias, Welch during the fellowship

· At the end of Year Three there is a dedicated research training period (3months) for writing up projects and/or applications.



	Description of clinical training component of programme 

· The ACF will be appointed to the paediatric Run-through training programme at ST-1 (or ST-2 level depending upon eligibility) through a competitive recruitment process. The level 1 (ST-1 to3) and early ST-4 placements of the programme will take place within Paediatric units in and around Birmingham to maintain proximity to the UoB if attached there.
· Year 1: Placements in General Paediatrics (6 months) and Neonatology (6months). 
· Year 2: Research block (6 months) with the remaining clinical training placements (6 months). 
· Year 3: Subspecialty paediatric training (9 months) (at BWCH) appropriate to candidates need and Annual Review of Competency Progression (ARCP) panel recommendation. Final research block (3 months).
· The clinical component is of sufficient duration and breadth with a GMC approved curriculum, to enable the trainee to acquire the necessary core competences and the MRCPCH diploma prior to proceeding to the next stage of clinical training (ST-4) or further academic studies.


	Academic Lead (University) for the IAT Programme

Professor Kristien Boelaert, ICAT Academic Lead, University of Birmingham 
Email: k.boelaert@bham.ac.uk 


	Academic Supervisor (University) details 

Professor Timothy Barrett, Professor of Paediatrics

NIHR Senior Investigator 

Department of Cancer and Genomic Sciences

College of Medicine and Health
University of Birmingham Email:t.g.barrett@bham.ac.uk


	Educational Supervisor (Trust) details 

Dr Julia Uffindell

Training Programme Director (ST-1 to 4 paediatric training)

Consultant Neonatologist, Maternity, Neonatal & Gynaecology Services, Royal Stoke University Hospital, University Hospitals of North Midlands NHS trust, Newcastle Road, Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire, ST4 6QG

Secretary 01782 672404

Email: Julia.uffindell@uhnm.nhs.uk 



	Clinical Supervisor(s) (Trust) details 

Dr Matt Cawsey 

Clinical Tutor and deputy Head of School
Birmingham Women & Children’s Hospital NHS Trust

Telephone: 01213339999

Email: matt.cawsey@nhs.net 

Dr Sarah Ellis

Clinical Tutor

University Hospitals Coventry and Warwick

Email sarah.elllis@uhcw.nhs.uk 


	NHSE West Midlands Programme Training Director details

Ashley Holt
Consultant Paediatrician

NHSE WM Training Programme Director for Paediatric Teaching
New Cross Hospital

 

	Confirmation that ACF posts attract an NTN (a)

Agreement with Prof Andy Whallett & Dr Sarah Ellis – Head of School for Paediatrics in the West Midlands 




NIHR Link: Academic Clinical Fellowship | NIHR
Person Specifications Link: Person specifications 2027 | Medical Hub
Recruitment Contact Information: Support : midlands.freshdesk.com
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