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ACADEMIC CLINICAL FELLOW JOB DESCRIPTION

	Job Title: NIHR Academic Clinical Fellowship 



	

	GMC Specialty and level(s): 
Please note that an appointment may not be made in this specialty. 
Paediatrics (starting at ST1-ST3 level) 


	Host integrated academic training partnership details: 
· Academic (research) training will be carried out at Aston University (Aston Medical School/ College of Health and Life Sciences).
· Clinical training will be carried out at NHS Trusts within the NHS England West Midlands training region and may be required to rotate between Trusts.
· NHS England local office: West Midlands. 
· Please note: Clinical placements are not limited to a single Trust or city and may occur at any approved NHS site within the NHS England West Midlands training region.


	

	Response Research Theme: Translational Neuroscience

	

	Description of research component of programme 

Aims

· To provide a structured academic environment allowing talented trainees to gain experience in translational neuroscience. 
· To provide the skills, experience and supervision necessary for trainees to secure submission of competitive funding applications (e.g. to national charities, funding bodies or the National Institute for Health Research) for a higher degree (e.g. PhD). 

Environment

Aston University is an ambitious, diverse, urban University with a focus on research-led health education. It was identified as a strategic priority site for a new medical school in the 2010s and received GMC accreditation and graduated its first medical doctors in 2023. An integral part of the vision for the medical school has been to support the training of the next generation of clinical academics. The Research Excellence Framework (REF) 2021 has rated 79% of Aston University research as ‘world leading (4*) or ‘internationally excellent’ (3*). 74% of the impact of the University’s research has been rated as ‘very considerable’ or outstanding’ for reach and significance. It is a member of Birmingham Health Partners and has existing links with local NHS trusts including University Hospitals Birmingham, Sandwell and West Birmingham, Birmingham Women’s and Children’s Hospitals. The University is located in the heart of Birmingham and has excellent transport links. 
The Institute of Health and Neurodevelopment is one of Aston University’s Centres of Excellence and provides a strong multidisciplinary environment for clinical academic training. It brings together clinical academics, clinician-scientists and internationally recognised researchers to support translational, patient-focused research across neurodevelopment, neuroinflammation, epilepsy, demyelinating disease, rare disease and neuromuscular disorders. IHN has a strong track record of externally funded research, high-quality outputs and clinically relevant impact, supported by specialist facilities, core infrastructure and academic staffing. The Institute places a strong emphasis on supporting early-career researchers and is well positioned to help ACFs develop their academic profile, research skills and future funding applications. IHN also has strong clinical links, including a formal partnership with Birmingham Children’s Hospital, supporting collaboration between clinician-scientists and basic scientists.
Potential Project Areas: 
The ACF will have the opportunity to work on a research project and will receive training within the research group. Examples of potential project areas include: 
1. Understanding the electrophysiological basis of epileptogenesis involving the immune system. The ACF would have access to established in vivo and in vitro pre-clinical models of epilepsy and associated data. This would also involve work within the ‘Human Tissue Lab’ using paediatric epilepsy brain samples with linked outcomes, clinical, imaging, and electrophysiological data. 
2. Study of predictive brain imaging biomarkers of disease outcome in paediatric populations. The ACF would work within our newly upgraded imaging facility with existing datasets of uniquely paired MRI and MEG data in paediatric neuroimmunology patients and healthy controls. Prospective data would be collected from our hospital cohort of extensively phenotyped paediatric demyelinating disease patients. 
3. Exploring the changing neuropsychological burden of childhood neuroimmune disorders. Using available datasets from previous observational trials (PUDDLS) and current collected data (NIeDS) the ACF would analyse the change in neuropsychological outcomes of children and young people with the move towards newer highly effective therapies.  
Mentoring and pastoral support

Our ethos is that each academic trainee should be nurtured and supported. Once appointed, in addition to NHS Trust and University induction, trainees will have an induction meeting with the IAT Lead, where an overview of the programme is given, including introductions to key staff and details of mentorship, support, research and educational supervision. Scheduled meetings will occur with the IAT Lead through the year, where any academic, career development or pastoral matters can be raised. ACFs will have access to formal mentoring at Aston Medical School and to networking events with partner institutions across the West Midlands. 
Research Training

ACFs are encouraged to undertake Masters-level modules as part of their formal research training. Example modules in previous years include Essential Laboratory Skills, Professional Development and Research Communication Skills and Post-Graduate Research Skills.



	

	Details of protected academic time 
· Protected research time will average 25% of working time over the 3 years maximum duration of the post. The remaining 75% of working time will be devoted to clinical training. 
· Research time could be arranged via block release (e.g. 3 months in every 12-month period) or via day release. Individual arrangements could be negotiated according to the requirements of the individual research project, clinical training needs and stage of training.

	

	Description of clinical training component of programme 
Paediatrics 

ACFs applying to this specialty would rotate through posts appropriate for their stage of training. They would be assigned named educational and clinical supervisors from the department. The programme benefits from close working relationships between the institutions. Professor Evangeline Wassmer and Dr Sukvir Wright are Consultant Paediatric Neurologists who work across Aston University and Birmingham Children’s Hospital, in Clinical Academic roles. Paediatric training in the West Midlands is consistently highly reviewed with one of the highest proportions of Outcome 1 at ARCP in the country. There is a very active trainee network organising regular protected teaching, and a host of opportunities to participate in the organisation/management of regional initiatives e.g., West Midlands Trainee Committee, Regional Teaching Committee, Promoting Paediatric and the Trainee Support Network. PRAM – Paediatric Research Across the Midlands – is a trainee-led multidisciplinary research collaborative across the West Midlands and is committed to encouraging paediatric trainees to become research active.
https://www.westmidlandsdeanery.nhs.uk/postgraduate-schools/paediatrics 

Please note: Clinical placements are not limited to a single Trust or city and may occur at any approved NHS site within the NHS England West Midlands training region.


	

	Duration of the Post: A maximum of 3 years. 


	

	Academic Lead (University) for the IAT Programme
Dr Zaki Hassan-Smith (Aston Medical School Integrated Academic Training Lead, Clinical Senior Lecturer, Honorary Consultant Endocrinologist) z.hassansmith@aston.ac.uk 


	

	Academic Supervisors (University) details 

· Dr Sukvir Wright (Clinician Scientist & Honorary Consultant Paediatric Neurologist) s.wright5@aston.ac.uk 
· Professor Gavin Woodhall (Professor of Neuropharmacology) g.l.woodhall@aston.ac.uk 
· Professor Evangeline Wassmer (Honorary Professor, Clinical Director of Institute and Consultant Paediatric Neurologist) e.wassmer@aston.ac.uk 
· Dr Ghaniah Hassan-Smith (Clinical Senior Lecturer and Honorary Consultant Neurologist) g.hassan-smith@aston.ac.uk 


	

	Educational Supervisor (Trust) details (TBC by NHS England)


	

	Clinical Supervisor(s) (Trust) details (TBC by NHS England)


	

	Training Programme Director details (TBC by NHS England)
· Paediatrics: Dr Will Carroll - will.carroll@nhs.net – Academic TPD


	

	Post details:
This is a post funded by the NIHR and attracts an Academic National Training Number (NTN(a)). 

	

	Links

· NIHR ACF Academic Person Specification
· NHS England West Midlands postgraduate medical and dental education
· National Institute for Health and Care Research | NIHR
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