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ACADEMIC CLINICAL FELLOW JOB DESCRIPTION

	Job Title 

Academic Clinical Fellow in Neurosurgery
Response Mode post

	Duration of the Post
3-years (leading to a run-through post in Neurosurgery upon successful completion of the ACF)


	Grade/Level

ST1-3


	Lead NHS Hospital/Trust in which training will take place

The ACF programme will be overseen by a lead NHS Trust within the West Midlands Workforce NHSE Area, but trainees may be required to rotate to other trusts within this area during their training.
For further information about the location of the post please contact the academic supervisor.



	Research Departments in which training will take place

School of Medical Sciences,

Department of Cancer & Genomic Sciences,
University of Birmingham. 



	What arrangement of day release or block release will be used for protected research time?

Dedicated 3-month or 6-month research blocks (other flexible arrangements will be considered)



	Description of research component of programme Environment
The Birmingham Brain Cancer Programme offers an exceptional environment for neurosurgical training and to develop translational research spanning from rapid diagnosis, laboratory discovery, novel therapeutics and clinical implementation.
The programme integrates clinical trials and laboratory research through advanced data management, reverse translation and innovative biosampling. Birmingham is a national joint lead for the NHS England Network of Excellence for rapid genomic diagnosis in brain tumours and has established collaborations with Genomics England and the West Midlands Genomic Medicine Centre.
Our multidisciplinary neurosurgical oncology programme draws on the extensive resources of the Birmingham biomedical research complex and a growing network of international collaborators. These include recent Horizon Europe-funded work developing advanced brain tumour models and collaborations with the GLASS consortium. Dedicated academic neuro-oncology research clinics, academic operating theatres and established tissue-collection pipelines provide an outstanding platform for translational research.

The clinical research portfolio encompasses early-phase and innovative clinical trial design, experimental medicine, molecular diagnostics and precision therapeutics. Birmingham will also be a key partner in the future NIHR National Brain Tumour Consortium, creating outstanding opportunities for clinical training and research.
Developing Your Research Career

The successful applicant will be encouraged and supported to develop their own research ideas and build these towards a successful application for a higher postgraduate research degree. They will have access to state-of-the-art facilities and expertise spanning advanced neuromonitoring, genomics, metabolomics, neuropharmacology and advanced neuroimaging.

Participation in clinical trials as a co-investigator and/or co-applicant will be expected and actively supported, providing valuable experience in the design, delivery and translation of innovative clinical research.
Research Opportunities

The breadth of our cross-disciplinary research environment provides opportunities to contribute to projects across:

· next-generation sequencing and genomic analysis;

· single-cell, bulk multi-omics and spatial omics;

· machine learning and computational approaches;

· advanced brain tumour model development;

· biomarker discovery and liquid biopsy;

· neuroimaging and neuromonitoring;

· drug discovery and precision therapeutics;

· experimental and early-phase clinical trials
· health economics and implementation science. 

These opportunities provide the ACF with a unique platform to develop cross disciplinary research at the interface of neurosurgery, genomics, computational biology and experimental therapeutics, with a clear pathway from laboratory discovery to clinical implementation.

Birmingham offers an ambitious, collaborative and highly translational environment in which to develop as an academic clinician and contribute to the future of brain tumour diagnosis and treatment.



	Description of clinical training component of programme 
Clinical training will be provided within the West Midlands Deanery, with the University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust being the lead site during the academic training. At the end of the academic training or sooner if dictated by training needs, the post-holder will rotate between neurosurgical training units in the West Midlands Workforce NHSE Area to ensure wide exposure to neurosurgical pathologies and acquisition of competencies required for CCT. The West Midlands training units include the Queen Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham, the Birmingham Children’s Hospital, the University Hospital of Coventry and Warwickshire and the Royal Stoke University Hospital. 


	Academic Lead (University) for the IAT Programme

Professor Kristien Boelaert, ICAT Academic Lead, University of Birmingham


	Academic Supervisor (University) details 

Each trainee will be appointed an academic supervisor whose academic and clinical expertise aligns with those of the trainee. The academic supervisor would be responsible for the research blocks. During these periods the trainee would be expected to have informal weekly meeting with their supervisor and a formal monthly supervision meeting.



	Educational Supervisor (Trust) details 

Each trainee will be appointed a single Educational Supervisor for the duration of their training at a particular trust. The educational supervisor will oversee the trainee’s clinical training and ensure that they are achieving their competencies and clinical training requirements. 

	Clinical Supervisor(s) (Trust) details 

Each trainee would be appointed a relevant clinical supervisor during their training. The clinical supervisor would provide clinical and holistic oversight for the trainee during their rotation in their speciality. The clinical supervisor will not be their educational supervisor.



	NHSE West Midlands  Programme Training Director details

Mr Guirish Solanki, Consultant Neurosurgeon, Birmingham Children’s Hospital.


	Confirmation that ACF posts attract an NTN (a)

Yes



NIHR Link: Academic Clinical Fellowship | NIHR
Person Specifications Link: Person specifications 2027 | Medical Hub
Recruitment Contact Information: Support : midlands.freshdesk.com
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