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ACADEMIC CLINICAL FELLOW JOB DESCRIPTION

	Job Title:  Academic Clinical Fellow in Gastroenterology.  
Clinical Therapeutics & Pharmacology & Industry Theme


	Duration of the Post
Fixed term appointment for 3 years


	Grade/Level: IMT 1-3 or ST4 in Gastroenterology


	Lead NHS Hospital/Trust in which training will take place
The post will be located at a Lead NHS Trust within the West Midlands Workforce NHSE Area and may be required to rotate to other Trusts within this area.
For further information about the location of the post please contact the Academic Supervisor (Shishir Shetty s.shetty@bham.ac.uk).


	Research institutions in which training will take place
College of Medicine and Health, 
School of Infection, Inflammation and Immunology, 
Centre for Liver and Gastrointestinal Research, 
Department of Immunology and Immunotherapy,
University of Birmingham.


	What arrangement of day release or block release will be used for protected research time?
[bookmark: _Int_BZFR7dj3]The arrangements are block release  for focused research time making up a total of 25% over a three year period- the aim is to facilitate the trainee to generate preliminary data for a Research Training Fellowship to the MRC/CRUK or equivalent fellowship at the end of Year 2/beginning of Year 3.


	Description of research component of programme 
Environment
The main objective is to support clinicians to become future academic leaders in the field of gastroenterology/hepatology with the primary aim of developing new therapies/drugs and working with Industry to support clinical translation. The department has an excellent track record in supervising academic clinicians supported by state-of-the-art facilities leading to highly innovative and groundbreaking studies. An internationally renowned faculty will provide quality training and experience for highly motivated and capable trainees to successfully attain an externally funded PhD fellowship after their three-year ACF post. Birmingham has unrivalled strengths in Liver and Gastrointestinal Research in both clinical and laboratory-based areas. The Centre for Liver and Gastrointestinal Research (CLGR) is currently led by Professor Shetty and consists of highly rated investigators (Prof Oo, Prof Iqbal, Prof Tripathi, Dr Cooney, Prof Lalor, Prof Armstrong, Prof Trivedi) and a research active consultant body. This grouping is underpinned by extensive grant funding from the MRC, NIHR, BBSRC, Wellcome Trust, CRUK, and European Commission. The research programme benefits from the co-location with the Queen Elizabeth Hospital which has one the largest solid organ transplant services in Europe, with regular access to human tissue for research.   The laboratory-based research is intimately linked to the clinical hepatology and gastroenterology programmes at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital with shared research meetings with NHS colleagues. This has led to an outstanding track record in studying inflammatory liver and bowel disease and autoimmune diseases. 

The Midlands & Wales Advanced Therapy Treatment Centre (MW -ATTC) is one of three nationally funded centers for the development and delivery of novel cell and gene therapies for patients.  It is led from Birmingham and there are several ongoing/planned cell therapy studies in hepatology/gastroenterology.  The CLGR is based within the School of Infection, Inflammation and Immunology and also benefits from being integrated within the Birmingham Biomedical Research Centre for inflammation funded by the NIHR (£30.7M) and providing opportunities for developing collaborative research projects in immunotherapy/cell therapy, cancer, vascular biology, and biomarkers.There is a strong track record in translational therapeutics such as faecal microbial transplantation, anti-cytokine treatments and biomarkers/therapeutic endpoints. 

After a successful appointment, the candidate will meet Principal Investigators to understand the key research themes in the department. Following discussion with the academic supervisor, the candidate will pick a specific research group to join for their academic block release. The focus will be on projects that will generate adequate data for a grant application for a PhD or equivalent post after the completion of the ACF post. The fellow will also have the opportunity to obtain a Master of Research (MRes) degree to provide skills in research methodology and critical analysis. Projects will provide critical training in finding and testing new therapies for inflammatory liver or bowel disease, building on our existing strong collaborations with Industrial partners and early phase clinical trials.  This will include drug therapies but also novel approaches including cell therapy, immunotherapy and faecal microbiome transplantation.  



	Description of clinical training component of programme 
Training in gastroenterology/hepatology will be provided through the West Midlands Workforce NHSE Area which supports over 50 trainees in gastroenterology. This is a full-time post which will provide both academic and clinical training with 75% of the time dedicated to clinical training and 25% for academic training over a three-year period. The programme will integrate academic clinical training in gastroenterology and hepatology to provide a supervised programme to allow candidates to undertake research training in gastroenterology/hepatology and to complete clinical accreditation in gastroenterology and hepatology.  In the past few years there has been a major expansion in clinical and academic activity with several new appointments and funding for the Advanced Therapy Treatment center and NIHR funded Biomedical Research Centre (BRC).   

The Liver Unit at QEH has one of the largest liver transplant programmes in the world and close links with the surgical and intensive care teams provides for an integrated and comprehensive clinical training programme in hepatology.   The Unit has a long-track record in training fellows not only from the UK but from all over the world notably Australia and the Indian subcontinent. They provide a stimulating intellectual environment not only for clinical training but for clinical research and publication. 

The clinical duties of the ACF will take the form of specialist registrar grade work and they will have the opportunity to attend dedicated speciality clinics within gastroenterology, hepatology and transplant hepatology.  They will be provided training in endoscopy and attend regular departmental educational meetings including weekly multidisciplinary team meeting, as well as audit, mortality and morbidity meetings.  The candidate will have regular clinical and educational supervisor meeting to ensure all milestones are achieved and that the candidate is receiving appropriate education and training.


	Academic Lead (University) for the IAT Programme
Professor Kristien Boelaert, Academic Lead, ICAT Programme, University of Birmingham


	Academic Supervisor (University) details 
Professor Shishir Shetty, University of Birmingham


	Educational Supervisor (Trust) details 
Dr Abhishek Chauhan Queen Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham


	Clinical Supervisor(s) (Trust) details 
Dr Abhishek ChauhanQueen Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham


	NHSE West Midlands  Programme Training Director details
Dr Andrew King, UHB NHS Trust


	Confirmation that ACF posts attract an NTN (a)
This post comes with an NTN




NIHR Link: Academic Clinical Fellowship | NIHR
Person Specifications Link: Person specifications 2027 | Medical Hub
Recruitment Contact Information: Support : midlands.freshdesk.com
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